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Hello Everyone,

| hope everybody had a great time over the holidaykl wish each and every one of you the happiest
New Year! As many of you know, Decembé} 2011, the YFA Circuit 5 Adoptions Program celébda
our 2 anniversary. Over the last 2 years, with ythe dependency CMA’s,. KCI's, and the Gal'’s help,
the Adoption staff have completed over 462 adogti@nedit for 390) since we began. Our staff, tigioa
lot of hard work and even more dedication, hasceduhe number of children in care that are elgyfbf
adoption. Two years ago we had a total of 247 ohilcavailable for adoption. Today we have 110.

Although the adoption staff themselves have wotkedessly, we can't take all of the credit for vethg
the numbers. Currently, KCI has been the trenéisettreducing the number of children coming ingaoec
through the prevention program and has streamtimedubsidy approval process in order to move the
out quicker. Both The Centers and Children’s Horoei&y staff have worked diligently to keep fanslie
together, even in these troubled times. The Gahigtbeen working side by side with us throughoet th
entire dependency and adoption process and thésdmawe been receptive, flexible and supportived An
last but nowhere near least, the amazing fosteadogtive families that work with our children odaily
basis. All together, | would say that Circuit 5 f@soutstanding Child Welfare system.

However, there is one more group that | really neeitiank, and that’s the many donors that donfated
our Adoption Appreciation Events in the 5 countiesl for those that donated Christmas gifts to il ¢
dren in care. We can't thank you enough for yameagosity and kindness. | do, however, need talsy
we can always use donations of toys and gift cémasighout the year for our children’s birthdaysl an
other special events such as proms and homecomintgsuch.

With all of that said, our challenges for this camiyear are many. As many of you heard, our budget
through DCF was reduced but we still have manydcéil in care, especially teenagers, that contioue t
need a permanent, loving forever family. Pleasgoif know of somebody that would be a good pareat
child in need, please have them contact us. Havenaerful year!

Glenn Henson
Director of Adomtis for Circuit 5

No Sweeter Success

Written By: Rebecca Hager Kimberly hit the ground running.
She contacted the licensing spe-
cialist, Shelia Mulcahy, to help
locate a possible adoptive family
for Joe. In May of 2011, Chris
and Alicia, the youth pastor and

ehls wife at the church Joe attends,

met with Kimberly and Shelia.

They shared that through prepar-

ing for an upcoming sermon se-

ries on the Biblical Family, and
through several other avenues,

God began to lay on their heart

the importance of reaching out to

young men. God specifically laid

Joe on their hearts. They knew

(Continued on page 4)

Joe is a typical 17 year old teenage
boy with a heart of gold and a conta-
gious smile. He had decided whet Siple, did everything to convince him
he was just a young teenager that on the benefits of having the support
did not want to be adopted. Joe h. of a forever family. Joe did not want
been in the foster care system sincto hear any of this.
2003. He had a fabulous foster  In April of 2011, Joe was having som
home that loved and cared for him difficulty in his foster home. Although
and he felt that he did not need to both the foster parents and Joe did
have a “forever family.” Joe refuse their best to work out these issues, it
to complete an adoption chronicle was becoming clear that his time may
and reported to the court several e limited in this living arrangement.
times over the years that he had n Although no one was to blame, Joe
interest in adoption. Although his was becoming acutely aware that his
foster family was amazing to him, future may look very different than he
his diligent case worker, Kimberly expected.

|



Page 2 Cornerstone

b

Shining Stars

ﬁtude” but overall is a “delightful” young
lady.

In looking into the future, Alexandria
sees herself as a mechanic working on
all types of cars. Alexandria hopes to
find a family who enjoys horseback rid-

Alexandria is a kind hearted and so
spoken 12 year old African American
female. Alexandria enjoys listening to
R&B, Hip Hop, and Pop music. Alexan-
dria can stay content for hours at Books

A Million or the local library enjoying . h he d Al dri
many different types of books. Alexan- INg as much as she does. eXan ‘
states that she wants a family who

dria used to participated in soccer, girl ; -
scouts, and musical theatre. She Iovesﬂ\;vrorgé,,hurt my heart and will like me

to write and is currently working on a

b If you are interested in learning more N
ook. about Alexandria please contact Eliz §
As a typical preteen Alexandria has P -

some moments of “defiance and atti- beth Torres at 352-253-5625

Quadir or “Q” is a 16 year old that i Peing with friends, playing video games
part of a sibling group with his bothe and playing basketball. In school, Quadr
Rodney, age 15. Quadir and his brott does well when he concentrates and pits

x u Rodney have an unmistakable bor N the work.
o

.

Together they share so many amaziA Prospective adoptive family that ca
stories and their conversations are fill Provide a nurturing and secure envirop-
with jokes and laughter. This brigh ment for Quadir and his brother Rodney,
outgoing young man exudes charisr 8 Well as patience, will be best suited fpr
and it's a good bet his superstar drea them. If you are that person or know ¢f
will come true. He hopes someday to Somebody that is, please contact Kinp-
on stage in front of a microphone. berly Siple at 352-253-5625 for mor

r Quadir likes to keep active and enjo information. Qaudir and Rodney ar
waiting for you to call.

"
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Highland Memorial Park, is hosting a Char'lTy Picnic on
Friday, January 27, 2011 from 11:30 AM - 1:.00 PM

100% of the donations received will benefit

Youth & Family Alternatives, Inc.

Highland Memorial Park is located at
1515 NE Third St-Ocala (2 blocks behind the Cascades Office Complex)
Tickets can be purchased in advance or the day of the picnic for a $10 donation.
For more information and to purchase tickets please contact Zoraida Alvarado at
352-547-3750

Congratulations to YFA for be- . e _
ing accepted to the 2012 Ameri- Tr'ammgs and Resources Although on a national level,
can Adoption Conference. As By: Rick Manuel 54% of children were adopted by

part of our Balanced Scorecard ) : .~ foster parents during a recent
goals, YFA submitted presenta- As part of our pres entation, we will (aview period that occurred in

: ; be presenting information regarding the Family Figdinoc-  j,1v 2010. YFA and Kids Centrall
tion prop_osials to various confer- ess, with a focus on initiating Family Finding actegtat the |, Y ' d this trend in Cir-
ences within the country, and t of a case, building positive support systems around b absabbvibsiiiivgd
thankfully, we were accepted to onseto ’ 9p PP y cuit 5, with 62% of adoptions in

. ; .—,_children, maintaining appropriate biological famdgntacts oL i
this particular conference, which . . . . ’ our circuit having resulted from
will be held April 26™29" in with children, and supporting recruitment strateghes foster ,o|5tive adoptions during the fis-

Denver. Colorado maintaining these positive family connections aftepon ) year that ended on Jund"30
’ ' finalization. 2011.
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cording to her staff, “Vanessa excel and be the best that
works day and night to make better lives for the  they can be. She also has g
children we serve _and deserves to b(_e recognlzgd. calming, caring way to her i
She has compassion for all of the children that is
endless. She is an excellent supervisor who is al-
ways there for us whenever we need her. She is s )
very patient and understanding and always willing She is extremely well-
to listen or lend a hand.” rounded and is an asset to
Truth be told, Vanessa has been a huge support taeam, the Adoptions Progra
not just to her staff, but her peers and director alikeynd YEA as a whole. It has
Vanessa has a}firm grip on the a}d_option Process afeen g true pleasure worki %
well as regulations, statutes, policies and proce-
dures and she is often turned to for information. , o %
She is quick to assist anybody in need and needs Yanessa. Your caring, pro- i
little to no direction. She truly has the children’s ~ fessionalism and knowledge
best interest when making decisions or when advoare a huge factor in the success of the Adoptions Program.

which she can defuse any
8Iifficu|t situation quickly.

side by side with you,

Congratulations t&anessa Ward Adoptions Employee of the Quarter!
A YFA congratulate¥/anessa ,
S~ . cating for them.
".fil = "'}Tlf Z\éaerr?\’e ﬁ?gﬂgzrr]v?s?)ﬁol\rﬂan- However, it doesn't stop there. Vanessa continuously stiives
?‘.&fl_*-,‘_\\‘ﬁéﬂ__',-' Marion County, for her selec- make her team the lgest in all aspects. She takes pride in her work
= tion as the Adoption Programs but even more so with her
& Employee of the Quarter. Ac- team. She pushes her staff

o

f
- s e wen
= G 1
-
as -
_—

f
- W
-
ar -
_— ]

Bullying

By LoriAnn Floramq MSW

Bullying has become all too com- ing:
mon in our society today and oftens  \erbal: name-calling, teasing

Recently, two young children from

ing people out on purpose, breaki
New York took their own lives be- g beop PUTP

up friendships

cause of the constant bullying they,
received at school. This is not a rar

New York, this is a nation wide
problem. Surveys have indicated
that as many as half of all children
have been a victim of bullying at

event and it doesn't just happen in:c'

Physical: hitting, punching,
?\oving

Cyberbullying using the Inter-

net, mobile phones or other

digital technologies to harm

others

some point in their young lives. Children, teens, and young adults

Children should never be made tOwho are particularly vulnerable to

feel alone or worthless because of?!YiNg present with the following
bullying characteristics; They do not get

Acts of bullying can take along well with others, are less

on a number of different forms. )
friends, do not conform to gender

These forms can include the follow-

popular than others, have few to n

norms, have a low self esteem, and
are depressed or anxious. Bullies

reaches far beyond the school yarg. gggial: spreading rumors legyoften choose children who are pas-

ntﬁve and easily intimidated because
they thrive on controlling and
dominating others.

Parents play an important
role in preventing and stopping bul-
lying. The most important advice
that can be given is, stay involved
so that your child doesn't have to
suffer in silence.

For more information on how to
help your child please visit
www.stopbullying.gov This web-
site provides recourses for parents,

8reventing and stopping bullying

children, teens, and young adults on
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(Continued from page |) _ _ ing how God began to give them “
Joe as a fine young man intheir — yece 4 strong love for Joe, and F———
church and who has been in foster 5 jagire to have him as part of the

care for most of his life and was re- ; =
s . family. -
siding with foster parents that they g oy after meeting with Chris ari SR

knew. Previously, Chris had been a Alicia, Kimberly arranged a meetim——

personal mentor to Joe and their it o6, the Johnsons, and the in
whole fam”y had become.close 00 yolved parties to discuss Joe movi
Joe. Chris shares that while sharing ;. \vith the home with the goal of

his burden for Joe with Alicia, the adoption.

Lord, almost immediately, spoke t0  Ajthouah nervous. Joe quickl
their hearts about their desire to see @peneg to the ideél. Sir?ce thi}é de

Joe would be interested in becoming i, was made. Joe moved into th

a part of their "forever family" familv's h M 5011
through adoption. The family ex- aagls{ei Cﬁ”rr&e on May 28 as
plained that this honestly hit Joe was adopted on September

them "out of the blue.” Chris and 13" 2011. This occasion was bot
Alicia state that their next step was t9,, amotional and joyous time for
commit to each other and to the Lordeveryone, including Joe. Joe had

and make this a matter O_f prayer to- finally been blessed with the family
gether. The family feels it was amaz-

Joe and his “Forever Family”

Peer to Peer Adoption Support Groups

Groups in Sumter County and teen groups are o aeeded basis. Please call the number below $mtasce.*
** Group is subject to participants RSVP’s**

Marion County:

Lake County:
y Location:

Location:

10670 S.E. Maricamp Road
Ocala, FL 34472

When:
Second Thursday of each Month

600 W. lanthe St
Tavares, FL 32778
When:
Fourth Monday of each Month

To RSVP:

LoriAnn Floramo
352-547-3750

Hernando County: Citrus County:

Location: Location:
First United Methodist Church of Spring Hill First United Methodist Church of Invernegs
9344 Spring Hill Drive 3896 S Pleasant Grove Rd
Spring Hill, FL 34608 Inverness, FL 34452
When: When:
Second Monday of each Month First Monday of each Month

First United Methodist Church of Tavares Immaculate Heart of Mary Catholic Chufch
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Hxﬁgtrgaatpv% Faniy Youth and Family Alternatives, Inc. Locations
Corporate Office: Marion County Office: Hernando/Citrus Office: Lake/Sumter County Office;
7524 Plathe Road 1017 NE 14th Street 19245 Cortez Blvd 880 Duncan Drive
New Port Richey, FL 34653 Ocala, FI 34470 Brooksville, FI 34601 Tavares, Fl 32778
(727) 835-4166 (352) 547-3750 (352) 277-5860 (352) 253-5625




